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The Foreign Agricultural Service of the U.S. Department of 
Agriculture today reported the following recent developments in U.S. 
agricultural trade: 


US. Agricultural Trade 


U.S. agricultural exports were $35.1 billion during October-August of 
fiscal year 1984, 10 percent higher than the same period in fiscal 1983. The 
cumulative export volume through August of fiscal 1984 was 131.1 million tons, 
down 1 percent from fiscal 1983's 132.9 million metric tons. U.S. 
agricultural imports through August were $17.3 billion, 15 percent above the 
1983 level for the same time period. The resulting trade balance for 
agricultural products for fiscal 1984 was $17.8 billion for the first ten 
months of fiscal 1984. 


U.S. Agricultural Trade 
(Billion Dollars) 


FISCAL YEAR ----Oct/Aug.---- ----Aug.---- 

FY 83 FY 84 _ Percent FY 83 FY 84 Percent FY 83 FY 84 Percent 

Actual Forecast Change Change Change 
Exports 34.8 38.0 +9 D120 555.5, +10 250. uee ZG -1 
Imports 16.4 18.0 +10 LeU pl) oor sl oe PON eZ 
Trade LB o4 205 OF 16,8-8 "1/38 +6 ol LOZ e 16 


Balance 


Agricultural exports in August 1984 were $2.58 billion, off 1 percent 
from August 1983. This is slightly lower than expected, as export values this 
year have generally been on an upward trend and have consistently exceeded 
1983 monthly export values. August grain export sales, up 22 percent from 
1983, comprised 47 percent of all exports during the month. Export values of 
dairy and livestock products were up 28 and 3 percent, respectively, from a 
year ago. All other major commodity groups, except for poultry products, and 
cotton and linters were below August 1983 values. Oilseeds and products, 
which normally comprise 25 percent of all exports each fiscal year, dropped 42 
percent from August 1983 export values. In addition, unmanufactured tobacco 
was down 50 percent from the 1983 value. Export volume for August was 10.6 
million metric tons compared to 9.8 million metric tons in 1983. 


-more- 
EDWIN N. MOFFETT, Editor, Tel. (202) 382-9443, Additional copies may 


be obtained from FAS Media and Public Affairs Branch, 5918-South, Washington, 
D.C. 20250. Tel. (202) 447-7937. 
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Agricultural imports in August 1984 were $1.56 billion, up 12 percent 
from August 1983. With the exception of unmanufactured tobacco and poultry 
products, all commodity groups exceeded August 1983 values. Major import 
commodities were livestock, horticultural and tropical products, up 9, 16 and 
49 percent, respectively. Horticultural and tropical products, which 
comprised 69 percent of all import value the first 11 months of fiscal 1984, 
were 14 percent above the same period in fiscal 1983. In addition, other 
commodity groups through August of fiscal 1984 were only 18 percent above 
fiscal 1983 import values. Total import volume during August 1984 was 1.3 
million metric tons, compared to 1.2 million tons in August 1983. 


-more- 
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Do you need 
information 
about 


@ Overseas markets and 
buying trends? 


@® New competitors and 
products? 


@ Trade policy developments? 


@ Overseas promotional 
activities? 













Sree tare, 
Cree teen 3 AOC 


aenary 1085 


SUBSCRIPTION ORDER FORM 


Please print or type 

Write check payable to: 
Superintendent of Documents 
MAIL ORDER FORM TO: 


Superintendent of Documents 
Government Printing Office 
Washington, D.C. 20402 


For Office Use Only 
Quantity Charges 
Publications . 
Subscriptions 

Special Shipping Charges 
International Handling 

Special Charges 


OPNTiaesas 
UPNS 


Balance Due 





Discount 
Refund 


=== Foreign Agriculture 


Then Foreign Agriculture — USDA’s fact-filled monthly agricultural trade magazine 
— is for you. Based on official USDA data available nowhere else, Foreign Agriculture 
articles are clear and crisp, written to provide the export information you need, ina 
concise and extremely readable form. 


Special information is found in Foreign Agriculture’s telegraphed, targeted news 
departments: Fact File, Country Briefs, Trade Updates and Marketing News. And its 
tables and graphs will give you an immediate grasp of what’s going on overseas. 


In addition, periodic special issues—such as the one devoted entirely to value- 
added exports—will give you a wide range of detailed information about overseas 
markets. 


If you use agricultural facts and figures in your business, you need Foreign Agriculture. 


Suscribe today! Just $16.00 ($20.00 for foreign delivery) brings you Foreign Agriculture 
for 12 full months. 
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Enter My Subscription To FOREIGN AGRICULTURE 


$16.00 domestic (United States and its possessions); $20.00 foreign. The Government 
Printing Office requires that foreign addressees send international money orders, 
UNESCO coupons, or checks drawn on a domestic bank only. 


Enclosed is $ 

Check 

Money order 

Charge to my Deposit Account 


Credit Card Orders Only (Visa and Mastercard) 
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FAS Circulars: 
Market Information For 
Agricultural Exporters 






As an agricultural exporter, you 
need timely, reliable informa- 
tion on changing consumer 
preferences, needs of foreign 
buyers, and the supply and de- 
mand situation in countries 
around the world. 


The Foreign Agricultural Serv- 
ice can provide that information 
in its commodity circulars. 


World agricultural information 
and updates on special FAS 
export services for the f8od 
and agricultural trade all are 
available in these periodic 
circulars. 


For a sample copy of these 
reports—which can supply you 
with the information you need 
to make sound busi- 

ness decisions—check the box 
indicated, fill out the address 
form and mail it today. 
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To subscribe: Indicate which publications you want. Send a check for the total amount 
payable to the Foreign Agricultural Service. Only checks on U.S. banks, cashier's 
checks, or international money orders will be accepted. NO REFUNDS CAN BE MADE. 
Mail this form to: Foreign Agricultural Service 

Information Division 

Room 

U.S. Department of Agriculture 

Washington, D.C. 20250 
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